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himself to the perusal with his mind already 
made up on the question, determined not to 
be convinced, and so he remains unconvinced. 
| The other is equally unsatisfied after his 
This Jovnnat will be issued on the first of each | study, as he requires an amount of proof which 
month, at Ox Douiar a year in advance. City sub- | cannot be given to him, and which, when it 
seribers will be regularly served at their residences by | is a point of medicine we are endeavoring to 
sending their names to 762 Broadway. | establish, it is impossible to bring forward. 
Subscribers may remit to the Editor, by mail, the | ‘To establish a fact in medicine is not an easy 
amount of their subscription. | matter. Ti was well said by Cullen, that in 
; dicta be | medicine there are more false facts than false 
Subscribers can have the Journal sent to them by | theories. We have, therefore, to exercise 
mail, onthe above terms. ' much judgment and discrimination in our in- 
All communications must be addressed (post paid) to | vestigation of a question in medicine which 
the Editor, 762 Broadway. | professes to be founded on facts. We have, 
| in the first place, es far as may be, to satisfy 

=< | ourselves that the so-called facts are bona fide 


ori AD tint Al facts: and, afterwards, we have to proceed to 
n Journal of Homeopathy. P 
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examine into the conclusions from these facts, 
- | to ascertain whether they are properly de- 
| dueible from them. Medicine is not a de- 

| monstrative science, and we are therefore 
~~ | obliged, when we examine a question belong- 
ing to it, to rest satisfied with an amount of 


EVIDENCES OF THE TRUTH OF | evidence or proof short of what would content 
THE HOMCOPATHIC LAW /a mathematician. It is this that renders the 
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| study of new doctrines in medicine so difficult, 
— | and that necessitates very great judgment and 
| caution in our investigations; for if we too 
| readily give credence and our adherence to 





By C. B. Ker, M, D., Epis. 








| the discoveries, so-called, which are every day 
In the present state of Homeopathy in this being given to the world, we would justly lay 
country, when so many new converts are ourselves under the imputation of a too great 
almost daily being made, and when so many | credulity, and of too readily leaving the beaten 
more may be expected, it appears to me that | path to follow new things. And, again, if we 
such a contribution to the pages of the Jour- | wilfully shut our eyes and our ears against 
nal as the following may prove of some little | such discoveries, we close them against truth 
service. Evidences of the truth of the law | as weil as error, and so deny ourselves the 
similia similibus curantur cannot be too | chance or possibility of progress. It would 
greatly multiplied. They may confirm be- | be no easy task to define the limits which se- 
lievers, remove the doubts of those who are | parate credulity from scepticism. Like all ex- 
still wavering, and convert the sceptical. | tremes, these two meet, and we are generally 
There are some minds, however, so consti- | apt to fall into the one when we make too 
tated, as to reject any amount of evidence | great endeavors to avoid the other, Each one 
















brought forward to establish the truth of a 
new doctrine, if prejudice is enlisted against 
it. There are others who refuse assent to a 
proposition, unless the proof recommends it- 
self to their reasons with all the cogency of a 
mathematica! demonstration. The following 
evidence is not addressed to such as belong 
to either of these classes. The one applies 









for himself must guide his own investigations, 
and give or withhold belief as his judgment 
dictates ; no general rules can be laid down 
for his guidance. To the liberal minded and 
reasonable man, I cannot help thinking that 
the evidence in favor of the homeopathic law 
here brought forward will have some weight, 








and I would beg to remind him that evidence 
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may have very great weight 
conclusive. I shall have gained my object if 
he is induced by anything written in these 

to exam ne carefully, and in a philoso- 
rhe spirit, into the doctrine of medicine found- 
ed on the law similia similibus curantur. As 
to the result ef such an examination | have no 


vi 
In the introduction to the Organon, Hahne- 
mann brings forward a great mass of evidence, 
corroborative of the position he is endeavoring 
to establish—that diseases are cured by ad- 
ministering medicines which are capable of 
producing in the healthy body symptoms si- 
milar to those of the disease they are given to 
cure. He could not have advanced evidence 
in proof of his argument mere satisfactory or 
more convincing. The proofs which he ad- 
duces of the homeopathic action of the me- 
dicines successful in disease, are all derived 
from the works of writers of the so-called or- 
thodox school. As the evidence in favor of 
Christianity is always considered strongest 
which is derived from the works or testimony 
of unbelievers, so that which is brought for- 
ward to prove the truth of the law similia si- 
milibus curantur from the writings of those 
who recognise no such law, must be consider- 
ed to have very great weight. The great va- 
lue of Hahnemana’s introduction to the Or- 
ganon consists, therefore, in the fact of his 
strongest arguments in favor of Homeopathy 
being derived from the writings of his oppo- 
nents. The argumentum ad hominem is ap- 
ied in a most decided and conclusive way. 
ere is no truth in the law similia similibus 
curantur, say the “ orthodox” writers. How 
then, is it, Hahnemann observes, that nearly all 
of your best remedies are homeopathic to the 
diseases they are given to cure? That they 
are so [ prove to you from the works you con- 
sider of most value, and which you use as 
text books. No satisfactory answer has yet 
been ~ to this argument, and till an an- 
swer has been given, it must be allowed to 
Hahnemann that he has succeeded in main- 
taining his position. 

The following additional evidence in favor 
of the homeopathic law cannot be considered 
so conclusive as that which Hahnemann ad- 
vanced. He quotes from the work of an au- 
thor of the old school of medicine a case of 
disease successfully treated by a particular 
medicine, and he aflerwards adduces from a 
writer of the same school, testimony showing 
that the at used Neto known to produce 

ptoms similar to those of the disease in 
which it was so,successful. For instance, at 
page 86 of the Organon (Dr. Dudgeon’s trans- 
lation), Hahnemann says :—*“ From the writ- 
ings of Beddoes and others, we learn that the 
English physicians found nitric acid of great 
utility in salivation and ulceration of the mouth 
occasioned by the use of mercury. This acid 
could never have proved useful in such cases 
if it did not of itself excite salivation and ulcer- 
ation of the mouth. ‘To produce these effects 





Wheat ; . it is only necessary to bathe the surface of th. 


body with it, as Scott (in Hufeland’s Joy,. 
nal, iv. p. 353), and Blair (Neueste Erfahruy. 
gen; Glogau, 1801), observed, and the same 
will occur if it be administered internally, ac. 
cording to the testimony of Aloyn (in the M-. 
moires de la Soc. Méd. @ émuletion, i. p. 195), 
Luke (in Beddoes’), J. Ferriar, (in the Samm. 
lung auserles. Abhandl. fiir pract. Aerzt, 
xix. 2), and G. Kelly (Ibid. xix. i. p. 116).” 
From this extract may be seen the style of 

mt made use of by Hahnemann. |! 
the other examples showing that homeopathic 
remedies are the most successful are of the 
same character as the above, and many o/ 
them are cases much stronger in proof of his 
argument. Hahnemann, it will thus be seen, 
only quotes from the writings of his opponents. 
In a note at p. 58 of the Organon (Dr. Dud. 
geon’s translation), he says :—* In this, and 
in all the examples that follow, I have pur. 
posely abstained from reporting either my own 
observations or those of my pupils, upon the 
special effects of each individual medicine, bu: 
merely those of physicians of times past. My 
object for acting in this manner is, to show 
that the art of curing homeopathically might 
have been discovered before my time.” As 
we have said above, such evidence must be 
considered more conclusive than what migh' 
have been brought forward by Hahnemann 
himself, from observations of his own proving: 
of the medicines, or those of his disciples. Dr 
Black, in the third chapter of his work on the 
Principles and Practice of Homeopathy, has 
followed the example of Hahnemann, and 
given a great number of illustrations of the 
trath of the homeopathic law, compiled |a- 
boriously from the works of modern authors 
This chapter has been reprinted in the work 
published a few years ago by Dr. Drysdale 
and Dr. Russell, entitled “ Introduction to tic 
Study of Homeopathy,” and is one we 
worthy of diligent and careful perusal by the 
student of homeopathy, as a good sequel | 
the introduction to the Organon. 

The evidence corroborative of the truth o/ 
the law similia similibus curantur, which | 
shall now bring forward, is derived from the 
writings of medical authors of the present day. 
and chiefly from medica! journals publishe 
within the Jast two years. But the proof o/ 
the homeopathic action of the medicines used 
in the cases which I shall quote, is not de- 
rived, as that of Hahnemann and Dr. Black 
from the writings of authors opposed to us, 
but from the Materia Medica Pura. The 
evidence may, therefore, not have the same, 
if any, weight with our opponents, but it may, 
nevertheless, be considered good testimony by 
homeopathists, and by those who are inquir- 
ing into the new doctrine, but who still require 
more arguments in its favor than have ye! 
been presented to them. Such as look on 
Hahnemann’s Matetia Medica as a genuile 
production, and a faithful record of the effects 
of medicines on the healthy body, wil! con- 
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ere- 
to prove the homeopathic | fore hope that, before long, every one will 
medicines in the diseases in be allowed to pursue his investigations into 
ere successfully used. Those new things without necessarily exposing him- 
still deny honesty to the homeopathists, | self to the animadversions of a licentious and 
refuse to receive any arguments in favor | bigoted press, or to loss of practice. 
our law derived from our Materia Medica,| Isolated facts, such as the following, are 
cannot be expected to be influenced by what not deemed by me to be conclusive evidence 
ollows. Such, it is to be hoped, will ere long in favor of homeopathy. Their number 
show greater liberality, and such a thirst for | ought, however, to lead inquirers to consider 
truth, for its own sake, as to lead them to/ seriously the question whetber there is not 
overcome their most cherished prejudices, ra- more in the law similia similibus curaniur 
ther than close their eyes against the smallest | than they have been in the habit of thinking. 
ray of that light of which they are in search. | A system of medicine, in favor of which suc 
Truth occasionally comes in an unwelcome | evidence may be brought, ought surely to be 
shape, and there are some who have not the | at all events investigated. And I shall have, 
energy or courage to hail its advent. Many lin a great measure, gained my end in writing 
who do not recognise it at first, and therefore | these pages if they lead to an examination of 
oppose its approach, afterwards make it a| homeopathy any one individual who has hi- 
point of honor to continue their opposition. To | therto been prejudiced against it, or if they 
own themselves in the wrong requires a moral | succeed in confirming in their faith any who 
strength of which they are not possessed. But | have been doubting rather than believing that 
jet these give us credit at least for not pre- | there is truth in our system. It is the question 
suming to deal in a wholesale system of false- of dose which prevents that examination into 
hood, a course which would argue the direst homeopathy which its importance, as a sys- 
infataation on our parts, and which would be | tem of medicine, demands. If, then, the fact, 
so easily exposed as to lead in a short time to | that infinitesimal doses of medicine are given 
our utter extinction as a body. Let them put | by homeopathists, is really the stumbling-block 
tothe proof our assertions. Let them institute |in the way of its being examined into and 
a series of experiments with one medicine only, | adopted, why do not our opponents reject the 
and so satisfy their minds on the question, | question of dose altogether, and endeavor to 











whether or not it does really cure a disease | satisfy themselves on a much more important 


similar to that which it has the power of pro- 
ducing in the healthy body. It surely is not 
asking them much to do this. Were it only 
to expose our ignorance and our so-called 
falsehoods, it is strange that such examination 
has not already been made. ‘The desire of 
gaining such a triumph would induce, we 
might reasonably think, some of our opponents 
to make the experiment above recommended. 
Bat such has never been made, nor have any 
reasonable objections been yet brought for- 
ward against the principles or practice of ho- 
meopathy. Till such are advanced we must 
conclude that we have the best of the argu- 
ment. Our doctrine has been introduced with 
an overwhelming mass of evidence in its sup- 
port, and till that evidence has been proved of 
no weight, we cannot allow ourselves to attach 
much importance to the minor objections 
against some of the details of homeopathic 
practice. It rests with them to controvert our 
arguments. We have done all that is neces- 
sary to be done in establishing a new doctrine 
im medicine. Were it not for the periodical 
medical press, which exerts so pernicious an 
influence over a large portion of the profession, 
many, who would willingly follow the dictates 
of a liberal and philosophical spirit, and ex- 
amine into and prove questions which are ad- 
vanced by their medical brethren, however 
strange and contrary to all the former expe- 
nmence they may appear, are deterred from 
doing so by the fear of drawing on themselves 
the imputation of favoring quackery, and of 
receiving castigation in consequence. But this 


point—whether or not medicines are success- 
| ful in disease on account of their power to 
| produce in the healthy body analogous symp- 
|toms. Hahnemann did not diminish the dose 
| when he first used medicines homeopathic to 
the diseases he was treating. Experience 
alone led him finally to do so, as he found that 
violent aggravation of the symptoms was oc- 
casioned when he employed doses of the usual 
size. Why, then, should not our unbelieving 
brethren act in thesame way? Let them ex- 
amine into the homeopathic law without at- 
tending to the question of dose at all. Let 
them give in the usual doses medicines home:- 
opathic to the diseases they are treating. The 
result will be, as in Hahnemann’s case, that 
they will soon diminish the dose. Afterwards, 
they will come to the conclusion, that infini- 
tesimal doses are, after all, the best. But at 
the same time they will recognise the fact, 
which so few seem to realize, that homaopa- 
thy and infinitesimal-dose are not equivalent 
terms. Those, therefore, who rail against 
small doses, and laugh at the idea of their 
being useful, should be told that the question 
of dose is a secondary one altogether, and that 
homeopathy may be studied by them without 
their being first obliged to believe in the pos- 
sibility of small doses acting in disease. The 
will more readily study the system if they can 
do so without laying themselves open to the 
charge of such folly. Many will examine 
into the question—‘ Is hom@opathy a true 
law in nature?” who would not readily be 





induced to inquire into this other one—* Is 
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the decillionth of a of Aconite useful in 
acute inflammation ?” 

The work from which the pathogenetic 

ptoms of the medicines are quoted is Jahr’s 

‘ew Manual, translated by Dr. Hempel, and 
published in New York in 1848. It is acom- 
pilation from the Materia Medica of Hahne- 
mann, and from many other homeopathic 
works. I have been careful to give only the 
symptoms produced by the medicines on the 
healthy body. ‘The clinical symptoms I have 
not given, as far as I know, in any case. The 
value of this new American edition of Jahr is 
materially lessened by the introduction into 
the bedy of the work of all the clinical symp- 
toms observed by different writers. It increases 
our difficalty in consulting the work, when 
the pathogenetic and clinical symptoms are 
intermixed in the way they are here. But I 
trust we shall have, ere long, a pure Materia 
Medica, founded on Hahnemann’s, and intro- 
ducing all the provings which have been made 
since the publication of his last edition. Such 
a work is a great desideratum, and we should 
not rest till it is supplied. 

Ihave generally given the experience of 
the different writers in their own words to 
prevent the possibility of my misconstruing 
their meaning. I might have added very 
much to this list of illustrative cases, for a 
medical journal cannot be consulted without 
meeting with many such, but I have given a 
sufficient number for my purpose, which is to 
prove that the most successful treatment of 
disease is by medicines which are homeopa- 
thic to the symptoms. 

(To be continued.) 


Litchfield, Ct., Nov., 1850. 
Dr. S. R. Kirsy. 


Dear Sin:—I have lately seen six Num- 
bers of the “ Journal of Homm@opathy,” which 
fell into my hands by accident. I read the 
whole with great interest, and was somewhat 
surprised and mortified, that I should not be- 
fore have known of the existence of sucha 
periodical. It is a masterly work ; an invalu- 
able exponent of the great truths of the 
Homeopathic science, and a most important 
auxiliary to the cause. It does appear to me 
that greater pains should be taken by the 
friends of the science to bring the “ Journal” 
into a more general notice, and under a more 
extended patronage. You will please to con- 
sider me a subscriber from this time, and I 
shall be happy to aid in the circulation of the 
work, That Homeopathy must supersede 
the present system of medical practice, would 
appear to be no longer a matter of doubt, but 





merely a question of time ; and he who lends 
his aid to hasten this most desirable result, (-. 
serves to be considered a public benefacto;. 

Bat the progress of the Homeopathic pra-. 
tice, at least with us, is still slow—slow | 
mean, compared with what it should be ; ay, 
this is owing to our lamentable deficiency ,; 
scientific practitioners. Not one, so far as | 
know, resides within 20 miles of me ; and thos 
of us who have abjured the old practice, an/ 
who rely upon the new, and there are many 
such, and their number is continually increas. 
ing, are obliged, in serious and alarming 
cases, to send, and we frequently do send, tp 
the distance of 40 miles, and even to New. 
York (100 miles), for medical treatment. Fey 
can go to this expense ; and the result is, the: 
we are obliged to do our own work, to treat 
our own families as we best may ; and this we 
do with tolerable success. 

I know that the “ pride of science,” of pro. 
fessional learning, is apt to be scandalized by 
lay-practice, although, as I think, without 
reason, and evea to the detriment of the cause 
itself ; for, independently of the fact that we 
are compelled to resort to it, it is not without 
its use in other respects. It shows conclu- 
sively the effects of the drugs, and confirms 
beyond all controversy the truth of the science. 
Nay, in many instances, it brings new truths to 
light, and adds materially to the common 
stock of Homeopathic knowledge ; and it 
may, on this account, be considered, partially 
at least, in the light of “ provings ;” proving: 
indeed upon the sick, but still provings. And 
it is morever the best way, and the only wy, 
in the present dearth of regular Homeopathic 
practitioners, to bring the science itself wo 
general notice and general favor ; for it require: 
but a very little observation, a very little r- 
search and candid examination, to ascertail 
that the true rrincirLe of cure has at length 
been discovered, and that that principle is the 
Homeeopathic, or like for like, as has been 
proved, and is daily being proved in thousané: 
and millions of instances, where there can be 
no possibility of mistake, either in the theory 
or the facts ; all which, laymen ean and wi! 
see when the truth is fairly laid before them 
For we can see facts, results, as clearly 05 
“regular,” nay more clearly than an Allo- 
pathic “ regular,” for our minds are not biassed 
by prejudice, nor blinded by interest. We 
know that Hippocrates, the “ father of physic,” 
lived more than 2,000 years ago; and we 
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know, (for many of the Allopaths themselves 
confess it,) that the old “ system” of “ physic,” 
has not been materially improved during these | 
9,000 years, whatever advances may have 
peen made in surgery, physiology, pathology, 
&o,; and we claim that 2,000 years are time 
enough in all conscience to test the truth or | 
fallacy of a “system,” whether of cure or any- | 
thing else; and we say, if a “ system’? is not | 
improved in @ course of 2,000 years, it is| 
pecause it cannot be improved ; and we cannot | 
be disabused of this belief even by the exhibi- 
tion of an Allopathic “diploma.” Necessity, | 
then, conviction compels us to treat the dis- 
eases of our families, even those of an aggra- 
vated and dangerous character, at least until | 
we can procure a Homeopath. Take my | 
own case, and let that stand for many. My | 
family consist. of eleven persons, seven of whom 
are my children, of ages varying from 20 years 
down to three. Much medical practice is of | 
course required, for they cannot be called re- 
markably healthy. Until within the last seven 
or eight years perhaps, my family physicians, 
all of whom have been able and well educated 
men, have been of the Allopathic school, (for, 
up to that time, I knew little of the New 
School practice,) and justice requires me to 
say, that in the main, their practice has been 
successful ; that is, the sick in my family have 
all recovered, and some of them from alarm- 
ing diseases. But my confidence in the ¢ 
system, (and myself and my friends have had 
the benefit of the very best Allopathic practice 
in the city of New-York, where we formerly 
resided,) as I learned more and more of the 
uncertainty of its results, gradually declined, 
and happening to fall on Habnemann’s “ Or- 
ganon,” I took it up, read it with great avidity, 
and was struck with the force and cogency 
of his unanswerable reasoning, and his un- 
deniable facts, Here was evidently the truth : 
here was Jaid open the principce of cure, the 
discovery of which principle is probably the 
greatest boon to mankind, at least of a tem- 
poral nature, which has been vouchsafed to 
them for the last 300 years. I was of course 
& convert; but the nearest Homeopathic | 
physician being then 30 or 40 miles distant 
from me, and consequently the benefits of the 
hew science being almost altogether lost to 
me, what could I do but resort to my own 
resources, aided as they might be by Homco- 
pathic books and medicines, and by severe and 
lng continued study. I did procure me a Ho- 
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mceopathic library and medicines; have read 
thousands of pages, (Hahnemann’s Materia 
Medica Pura, and the Sym. Codex among 
them) ; have transcribed from them into a 
manuscript book of my own the leading and 
most important facts and principles, with which 
I have become tolerably familiar, dismissed 
the Allopaths, except when I want a case di- 
agnosed, managed as well as I could the dis- 
eases of my family and friends, though with 
fear and trembling at first, and in time got 
confidence enough in myself to treat the more 
common diseases with a good degree of success. 
Surely there can be thus far no objection to 
lay-practice ; on the contrary, it is impera- 
tively demanded, Its benefits are great, and no 
evil, with ordinary care, can possibly result 
Srom it; for it is one of the glories of Homeo- 
pathy, that even if a wrong drug is selected, 
itcan do no hurt, because, the dose being so 
minute, the healthy organs instantly reject it, 


| whereas, if the drug is rightly chosen, it 


takes immediate effect on the diseased organ, 
and cures; it being a fundamental fact, that 
a diseased organ is infinitely more suscepti- 
ble of medicinal effect than a healthy one, and 
when the drug is strictly Homeopathic, sus- 
ceptible even of the least degree of the cura- 
tive action of this drug, 

In the country, then, we are absolutely com- 
pelled to resort to lay-practice. What shall we do 
without it? How, in our numberless diarrhoeas, 
can we see our children, even infants, tortured 
by the oil and opium of the Allopaths, when 
a dose or two of Cham., Mer., Ars., Ver., or 
Calec., will afford sure and speedy relief? And 
how have I seen repeated bilious vomitings, 
in my own daughter, out of which an Allopath 
would have made a case, instantly cured by a 
single dese of Cham or Puls.? And in a 
friend, an almost incessant, convulsive cough, 
with pain in the chest, &c., yield to a single 


| dose of Aconite, affording the patient a good 


night’s rest. .Andin scarlatina, a very severe 
case in my own family, when Acon. and Bell. 
failed, how have I seen three or four doses of 
the Protiodide of Mercury set the patient, a 
full grown female, on her feet in five days, 
and carry her on to perfecthealth. A neigh- 
bor too, suffering from a severe attack of 
Asthma, which had been upor her four or five 
days, sent for me, I found her much prostrated, 
with superficial breathing, and no pulse in the 
wrist. Aconite restored the circulation in 
perhaps 30 minutes, gave her a more free and 


150 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMCEOPATHY. 








deeper breathing, and a dose or two of Arsenic 
was sufficient to complete the cure. Another 
neighbor, suffering from chronic Rheumatism 
of more than 40 years’ standing, describing 
her pains as “ shooting from the shoulder to 
the fingers as if a red-hot iron were thrust 





lengthwise through the arm, and worse than | 
| with a weak Arnica lotion, to be laid directly 


any jumping toothache, causing her to cry 
out, and depriving her of sleep till 3 o'clock 
in the morning, and for which she had taken 
cart-loads of Allopathic drugs without the least 
effect, either good or bad, sent for me and im- 
plored relief if possible. A single dose of Sul- 


phur and two doses of Rhus. cured. This | 


was nine months ago, and she has not had a 
return of her pains since. The wife of General 
B——, who lives 40 miles from her physician, 
has been under Homeopethic treatment for a 
long time, for a complication of chronic mala- 
dies, with benefit ; but some most distressing 
symptoms of the stomach, “ which felt,” she 
said, “as if she wanted to tear it out and throw 
it away,” remained. One of these stomach 
symptoras was of a decidedly marked charac- 
ter, viz.: a voracious desire for charcoal. 
For aught I knew, this symptom might be the 


most important of the whole group, and might 
| lancet of the Allopaths? In synochal or in- 


even include or indicate the whole body of her 











ish, cracked furring. He also suffered exceed. 
ingly from the suppurating sores caused by 
the cupping instrument, which were tightly 
covered and compressed by a sticking plaster’ 
I advised Bell. immediately , to be followed by 
Aconite and Coffea, alternated, and a light 
covering, six or eight inches square, saturated 


over the sticking plaster, to relieve the loca! 
difficulty caused by the cupping. The Bell, 
gave immediate relief, and in half an hour per. 
haps, after taking the Coffea, (the Acon. was 
omitted,) the child sank into a gentle, quiet 
and deep sleep of two or three hours’ continv- 
ance, with a decidedly better state of skin, and 
from that point went directly up to perfect 
health, and in a few days was out at school. 

These instances, in which the remedies were 
plainly indicated, and many more which 
might be named, go to show that laymen, 
in the absence of professional advice, may do 
much for the alleviation of human suffering. 
Cases are continually occurring in which 
prompt and efficient aid is required at their 
hands. In pleurisy, for example, may we not 
have instant recourse to Acon., Bry., and 
Sulphur, rather than employ the merciless 


disease, at least so far as the stomach was in- | flammatory fever, may we not safely resort to 
volved. By a diligent search of the Sym. | Acon., Bell., Bry., &c., to prevent typhus, 


Codex, I found that this very symptom was 
produced and cured by Cicuta Virosa. I gave 
a drop, 30,to be taken say at 12 doses. 
The effect was traly surprising. This symp- 
tom at once nearly disappeared, and with it 
many of herother difficulties, especially canine 
hunger, and a great improvement in her gene- 
ral health has been the result. She says that 
this is the only drug that has taken the least 
effect on her peculiar state of stomach. The 
medicine is continued with marked benefit, 
and strong hopes are entertained of her per- 
fect recovery. Another neighbor had a child 
about 10 years of age, suffering now, for the 
fifth day, from inflammation of the pleura, as 
was supposed, for which an Allopath had 
cupped him! (Is there any vascular connec. 
tion between the pleura and the skin covering 
the ribs?) The child was thought to be ina 
dangerous state; he was exceedingly pros- 
trated, greatly reduced in flesh, had frequent 
violent spasms, very distressing, violent thump- 
ing or bounding of the heart, pain in the ster- 
num, headache, with swollen and red gums, 
fever, and tongue coated with a thick, yellow- 





rather than to the Allopathic practice of 
. hjpod-letting,” thus prostrating the patient, 
of “keeping the bowels open,” of course by 
irritants, and of “ procuring sleep” by Opium, 
thus helping on the disease to a fatal termins- 
tion ? (I have never been able to get even a 
intelligible definition of typhus from an Allo- 
path. Hartmann, however, gives us a full ac- 
count of it, and yet the Allopaths talk of the 
ignorance of the Homeopaths!) In that 
frightful complaint, the Crove, which runs its 
course so quickly, of which I have had many 
cases in my own family, nearly all my seven 
children having been subject to it, must we 
not instantly resort to the Acon., Spong. and 
Hepar, Tartar Emetic, or to some other active 
and valuable remedy? In abscess, carbuncle, 
&c., may we not safely use Hepar, Sil., and 
Mer., to “ hasten suppuration and shorten the 
suffering?’ and Silicea, “to render malig- 
nant ulcers benign ?” and Arsenic and Lache- 
sis against threatening gangrene? and Phos- 
phorus, against throbbing pains and threaten- 
ing paralysis? And may we not learn the 
general rule, and apply it, that Mer. and lo- 
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dine are the ‘most important of all drugs for 
affections of the mucous tissues, and glandu- 
jar structures? And that Lachesis is the best 
remedy for the immediate control of asthma, 
and that Acon., Ars., &c., are specifics against 
it in its various modes and conditions? And 
even in obscure and occult cases, after a pro- 
fessional diagnosis, for to this part of the sub- 
ject laymen mast of course be utterly incom- 
petent, may we not, in known prostatitis, safely 
administer Aurum, Kali Hyd., Puls., Thuja? 
And in tubercles of the langs, Cale. Phos., 
whieh is said to convert the substance of the 
tubercle into lime, and to allow it to be ab- 
sorbed into the system, thus paEVENTING con- 
sumption? And in scrofula, Ars., Hepar, 
Iodine, Sulphur? And may we not avail our- 
selves of the admirable NomENCLATURE OF PAINS 
which the ** provings” furnish us? If “ bruised- 
like pains affect the fibrous tissues of muscles, 
and lancinating pains the fibro-serous mem- 
branes, and excoriating or raw paivs the 
mucous tissues,” may we not select our drugs 
aceordingly, and send them directly to the seats 
of these pains, and thus cure them, instead of 
covering them up with opium after the Allo- 
pathic fashion? And in the numberless cases 
of disease which are continually taking us by 
surprise, may we not consult the books with 
at least ae good a chance of relieving as if we 
consulted an Allopath? Even now, within 
the last few hours, one of my Irish female ser- 
vants has been suddenly seized with a faint- 
ing fit, caused probably by over-working in 
cold water on an empty stomach, before 
breakfast. It left her very much prostrated, 
with severe headache and nausea, causing her 
to take to her bed. I gave her the 12th part 
of a drop of Dulcamara, which put her im- 
mediately into a quiet sleep, and in about two 
hours she was up, completely restored and 
about her work. Surely such results are worth 
something. Could a ‘“ regular” Allopath have 
done better ? ; 
Although Homeopathy may yet have much 
to contend with, still its final triumph, as al- 


ready observed, may be considered as certain. | 


Nothing worthy of the name of argument has 
been, or can be brought against it. Facts 
evince its truth. Its whole Materia Medica 
is nothing but ‘a collection of facts, ascertained 
by the most careful experiment, and its currs 
are facts of a most momentous character. To 
aseail it, or to assail any other science with 
ridicule is itself ridiculous ; and the charge of 





absurdity is itself absurdity of the most puerile 
kind ; and the ignorance which allows its op- 
ponents thus to asrail it, which ignorance they 
acknowledge and boast of as implying that 
the science itself is beneath their notice, fails 
of its effect, simply renders them ridiculous, 
and could they but see it, redounds to their 
own disgrace. The following instances are in 
point: Some years ago, I was conversing with 
my own family physician, an Allopath, and 
one of the most distinguished in our state. Bit- 
terly opposed to the “ new science,” he was 
of course hard upon its infinitesimal doses. 
** Doctor,” said I, “how many cubic feet of 
atmosphere will the smell of a skunk impreg- 
nate?” “ Perhaps a mile square,” he replied. 
* Now, Doctor,” said I, “ some patients may 
have such a particularly sensitive state of the 
stomach, as that the odor of a skunk will cause 
them to vomit; and a vomit may kill or cure ; 
and Dr. Sims, in his account of the epidemic 
scarlatina, which prevailed in London more 
than 200 years ago, acknowledges that he did 
kill one or two patients by administering an 
emetic. Now, Doctor, an odor is not nothing ; 
it is something ; it isa part of the real, ma- 
terial, bodily animal, the skunk. Now, Doe- 
tor, will you be good envugh to tell me how 
large a part of this real, material, bodily skunk 
comes into contact with your olfactory nerves 
when you smell him? Is not Aere an ‘ infi- 
nitesimal dose? And may not this ‘ infini- 
tesimal dose’ produce a vomit ; and may not 
this vomit kill or cure?” The Doctor was 
wise, and said nothing. An Allopath, say 40 
years of age, of respectable standing, and in 
full practice, was lately amusing himself, 
(though it was evident that he had some mis- 
givings,) with the “ absurdities” of the ““ New 
School doctrines.” Suspecting his profound 
ignorance, I ventured to ask him if he was 
quite sure that he had a clear and distinct 
knowledge of the meaning of the term “ Ho- 
meopathic ;” telling him that it was a com- 
pound of the Greek words “ omoios” and 
« pathos,” signifying, “ like suffering.” “ Ah !”’ 
said he ; “I had an idea that its first term was 
taken from the Latin “‘ homo,” a man, and that 
the whole word had reference to the sufferings 
of man.” Thus betraying an utterignorance, not 
only of the meaning of the very name of the 
science he was abusing, but an ignorance even 
of its spelling ! 

And yet, these are the men who ridicule 
Hahnemann for his too free use of the Greek 


ae 


ao, 
shal 





onl A 






re: 


ies! shan Sick asa Peale Eee t 3 SS dellipta 


ee 





Regee 














oo rhe —t 


ee 


—_ ee 


































THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOMQBOPATHY. 








compounds! ‘Truly their classical attain- 
ments and their knowledge of Homeopathy 
are exactly on a level. But the ignorance, 
the voluntary ignorance of these men is as dis- 
ingenuous as it is unjust and malicious; and 
their objection to what they are pleased to 
call “ infinitesimal doses” and “ immaterial 
causes,” discredits even their common sense. 
Do they not know that there are EMOTIONS 
of the mind? And that these emotions are 
intimately connected with the health of the 
body? Nay, that death may result from their 
too great violence? Now, what “length, 
breadth and thickness,” has an emotion ? 


Is | 
not here an “ immaterial” cause productive of | 


in short the whole organism, for we must sup. 
pose the vital force to exist in all these parts. 
And if “ high potencies” are a mere illusion, 
a nullity, what would have become of the poi 
son after it had been deposited? Why, after 
producing the smallest possible ulcer, nature 
would have sloughed it off almost instantly . 
and the mere mechanical injury caused by the 
sting itself would have been abaut all that she 
could feel. 

Surely*the stings of insects fully attest the 
power of small doses ; and those who deay the 
efficacy of ‘high potencies” virtually deny 
that animal poisons will kill, for they kill only 
| by becoming diffused, and this diffusion is 





the most palpable effects, from the faintest and | nothing else than “ attenuation,” or “ subdi- 
almost imperceptible blush up to the rupture | vision,” or “ high potency,” whether it takes 
of a blood-vessel ? But let us try the philoso- | place in the body or is prepared in the dispen- 
phy of their objection by taking an absolutely sary ; and without jt, the effect of the poison, 
MATERIAL cause, the virus emitted through the | as already observed, would be merely local 
orifice of the sting of a bee, when the very ex- and not a matter of the slightest consequence. 
tremity of this organ, that is, the material sub- | And is not here a complete illustration of the 
stance enclosing and surrounding this orifice, | truth of the Homeopathic principle, that the 
the very receptaculum itself of this orifice, is | powers of medicines are developed by attenua- 
imperceptible to the eye, even by the aid of the | tion and subdivision, and that they act on the 
microscope ; how large a quantity of this virus | body not in proportion to their weight but to 
is injected into the circulation? And how soon | their surfaces? 

does it sometimes commingle with the whole The sting of a bee, then, and its effects 
vital force, control that force, and result in + furnish a complete refutation of the objections 
death! Here is absolute matter injected; | of the Allopaths to “high potencies,” and 
** highly concentrated,” will yousay? as an ‘ small doses ;” nay, prove these objections to 
Allopath once said to me, Granted; but how be an absurdity, as common sense and com- 
soon does it become “ highly potentized,” dif- mon observation everywhere testify; and 
fused, spiritualized, so to speak, permeating , other facts occurring in their own practice go 
the whole system, at least the vital force in | to the same point. What amount of light, for 
the system, whatever that vital force may be ; instance, by weight and measure, is required 


* carried up,” by its own action, when com- 
bined with the life-power, to an inconceivable 
degree of “ attenuation” and “subdivision ;” 
and yet, even in this “ high attenuation,” Jos- 
ing not a particle of its power: nay, develop- 
ing its power more and more by means of this 
very attenuation, (for it is evident that if there 


had been no attenuation at all. the effect 


would have been merely local,) holding the 
patient in complete abeyance, and letting go its 
hold only at his death, that is, by the com- 
plete destruction of the vital foree. Now, let 
me ask of the Allopath, who ridicules the very 
idea of “ high potencies,” what degree of at- 
tenuation, what potency has this “ infinitesi- 
mal dose” of this most subtile poison now 
reached ; for it has pervaded not only the 
fluids, but the solids, the bones, the muscles, 
the tendons, the ganglia, the nerves, the fibres, 


; 


| to fix and deepen the cicatrices caused by the 
| emalipen ? And when the Allopathic com- 
_ pound of Camphor and Opium, which are an- 
tidotes, is used, and when it cures, as some- 
times it does cure, how evident is it that the 
cure must be effected strictly on the Homee- 
pathic prineiple, and even on the principle oi 
infinitesimal doses. Thus, the Opium neu- 
| tralizes the effeet of the Camphor, almost, not 
quite ; or the Camphor neutralizes the effect 
_ of the Opium, almost, not quite, and the ba- 
lance of power is infinitesimal, and when this 
balance happens to be Homamopathic to the 
disease, cure follows; and so no doubt in 
other cases, agreeably to the declaration which 
Hahnemann somewhere makes, (in the Or- 
ganon, I believe,) that “when Allopathic 
practice does cure, it alsays cures on Homeo- 





| pathic. principles.” 
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Will the Allopathic gentlemen, then, persist 


in their attempts to impose on the minds of the 


laymen of the country the belief, that Hom@o- 
y is not a science, but a mere illusion, a | 


figment of the fancy, a “lying pretence,” as 
one of their most distinguished professors has 


politely and classically termed it? It is too | 


late. The attempt is hopeless. Laymen are 
not fools ; as well may they undertake to prove 
to us that the sun emits darkness, or an ice- 
berg heat. Facts tell the whole story. Effects 
we see, and can appreciate. Human instincts, 
touching a matter of disease, are unerring. If 
a man is sick, he knows it; and if he is re- 
lieved, he knows it; and he can judge of the 
means too. The first argument of the Allo- 


paths, that against the efficacy of small or in- | 


finitesimal doses, is demonstrably untrue. 
The second, that the diet cures rather than 
the drugs, is futile, for the Homeopathic “ diet” 
iseven generous. The third, that the imagina- 
tion does the work, is absurd on their own 
principles and by their own finding ; for then 
an “ immaterial” cause may work a material 
cure, an idea which they repudiate. But sup- 
pose we admit the argument for a moment, 
doesit not prove too much? Ifthe imagination, 
an acknowledged “immaterial” cause, may 
be supposed to control disease, may not the Ho- | 
meopathie drugs, which are not an “ imma- 
terial,” but an acknowledged material cause, 
much more control disease, especially when 
aided by the imagination? And is it nota) 
thing much more incredible in itself that the 


imagination should cure local diseases, than 
that drugs should cure them? Truly such | 


logicians should look better to their premises. 
What arguments are these to array against the 
innumerable facts, the stupendous cures with 
which the history of Homeopathy every- 
where abounds ! 

We all agree that the Homeopathic sys- 
tem needs only to be understood in order to 
be brought into general favor ; but in the pre- 
sent want of regular practitioners, how can it 
be understood except through the agency of 
laymen? And as laymen sustain or kill any 
science, so must this science stand or fall, as 
they favor it or otherwise ; and they will favor 
it when they see its results. Let, then, light 
go forth. Let iaymen, especially those who 
have a taste for this thing, and who are will- 
ing to go to the expense of books and medi- 
cines, and of severe and laborious study, (for 
even in their hands, the superiority of the new 








over the old system may be seen,) treat their 
families, their friends and their neighbors as 
they best may, without pay, and simply from 

a motive of benevolence, and may we not 
| confidently anticipate that the triumph of Ho- 
| m@opathy will soon be complete? And, I 
| repeat it, he who contributes to bring about 
this result, and in proportion as he contributes 
to it, deserves to be considered a public bene- 
factor. 





A LAYMAN. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Dear Sin,—As the interest of your Journal 
is very much increased by the communications 
| from different parts of this common field in 
| which we are co-workers in the cause of sci- 
ence and truth, should the accompanying, in 
your judgment, be subservient to the advance- 
ment of Homeopathy, it is at your disposal. 

In this western county of the Empire State, 
| we are not entirely without material and fa- 
| cilities for the investigation of truth upon all 
‘the great leading questions of the day ; occu- 
| pying as we do a position upon the great tho- 
roughfare from the East to the West, our plea- 
sant village numbering about two thousand 
inhabitants, and communicating as we do 
daily with our neighbors of the Atlantic, south- 
ern and western cities and towns by electri- 

city, we should be dull indeed were we mak- 
li ing no advancement in a science fraught with 
so much importance to our race as the healing 
art. 

Five years ago we were without a Ho- 
meopathic physician in this county; and I 
myself, then using the destructive forces like 
Saul of Tarsus, verily thought I was doing 
service to the cause of humanity and truth. 
While a student I imbibed the strongest pre- 
judices against all innovations from the regu- 
lar instructions of the old school. I deemed 
myself highly favored in enjoying an office 
privilege with a practitioner who was in the 
receipt of the best medical journals published 
at the time. Well do I remember the. con- 
tempt and ridicule heaped upon Hahnemann 
and his system of Humbugry ; and such were 
my prejudices that I thought as little of em- 
bracing Hahnemannism in medicine, as Ma- 
hometanism in religion, I now regard my 
conversion to the sublime truths in medicine as 








accidental, Some six years ago I was tripped 
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up by a neighboring physician, who having 
changed his practice, succeeded in bringing on 
to their feet some of my patients, that I was 
not able to make comfortable in bed. He 
treated me in the spirit of kindness, and favor- 
ed me with the means of investigation and ex- 
periment. Never shall I forget the trembling 
with which I proceeded in the treatment of 
my first cases of acute disease, Pleurisy, 
Pneumonia, Croup, gc. The response of dis- 
ease, though in infinitesimal doses, astonished 
me, yet such was my faith, or rather fear, that 
for several months I carried the old artillery 
charges and pointed steel, asa derniér ressort. 
My want of knowledge in the true science led 
me in some cases to fall back on tothe old 
weapons ; but I too often found that the blow 
fell upon my unfortunate patient, while the 
disease remained unscathed. 

I feel grateful that the true light of science 
has allured me from those dark and uncertain 
paths which for many years I trod, We have 
now some ten Homeopathic practitioners in 
this county, all of whom were formerly greet- 
ed as regular physicians in good standing by 
our Allopathic brethren, though now denounc- 
ed as quacks and impostors before the public. 
Already has Homeopathy been a great bless- 
ing to our county. During the past season 
some portions of our county have been afflict- 
ed with Scarlatina and Dysentery of a very 
fatal character, though from its great advan- 
tage in point of success our system has made 
advance in those communities. It is always 
safe to embrace the truth, though often unpo- 
pular, and compelling us to be with the mino- 
rity. I doubt not the time will soon come 
when all investigating and seeking the truth 
in medicine will be found embracing the law 
of similia similibus curantur ; and practising 
thereupon. The means that will bring about 
this change will be various. Probably, under 
God, the fearful epidemics will do more to es- 
tablish our system and give it character than 
any other circumstances that may be looked 
for. Firmness in our practitioners, and an ad- 
herence to the true law, leaving the intelli- 
gence of the people to judge, will eventually 
settle the question upon its merits, and give us 
the victory. Yours, &c., 

Cuas. Parker, M. D. 
Fredonia, Chatauque Co., N. Y., 
December 10th, 1850. 





DISTINCTIONS WITHOUT DIF. 
FERENCES. 


Ma, Epiron—aA late number of the “ Peo. 
ple’s Medical Inquirer,” (London,) after com. 
menting on the dissensions which exist among 
medical men, discourseth thus in favor of its 
hobby, Chrono-Thermalism: “ The ‘ leaders 
of the profession,’ if people will call Dr. Dick- 
son’s followers and plagiarists by that name. 
under the garb of allopathy are gradually 
sliding into chrono-thermalism—chrono-ther- 
malism, that by no possibility can oppose 2 
new truth—chrono-thermalism, that harmo- 
nises with every truth in nature. On the side 
of chrono-thermalism we may now rank the 
two Hollands, Forbes, Copland, Brodie, Todd, 
Ashburner, Marshal! Hall and Mr. Smith of 
Belper. A few still hang off doubtfully; 
Watson and Clatterbuck, to wit,” &c , &c. 

With the well educated physician, whether 
allopathist, eclectic or Homeopathist, it were 
time and ink wasted to enter into serious 
refutation of chrono-thermalism as a system. 
He sees almost at a glance that, robbed of 
its verbiage, robbed of its whimsical cretchet 
as to the nature of disease, in regard to which 
it is, without exception, the veriest one-idea- 
ism that ever appeared in the history of medi- 
cine, chrono-thermalism has no real existence. 
With intelligent minds, however, out of the 
profession, the case is different, they naturally 
enough suppose that new terminology implies 
progress in science and improvement in prac- 
tice, It is when tried by the touchstone of 
use that chrono-thermalism most glaringly 
ex its borrowed feathers ; measured by 
this standard it stands forth an empty gener- 
alization, embodying no vivifying, pervading, 
practical truth, and although neither allopathy 
nor Homeopathy (and 1 might add hydro- 
pathy and botanic practice, for their theoretic 
side comes out dignified by the comparisou 
have anything to fear from the flauntings of 
this ephemeral, yet as a little relaxation is 
occasionally delightful, it is, perhaps, not amiss 
to bestow an hour upon Dr. Dickson’s notions 
of medicine. It is in the critical, destructive 
portion of his sprightly, amusing book, entitled 
“ Fallacies of the Faculty,” that he enlists 
our attention, and at times commands our 
respect ; we can scarcely credit that a thinker 
who displays so much wit, and upon the 
whole, so mach acumen, should complacent!y 
attempt to rear, upon the ruins he so ruthlessly 
achieved, a theory so fantastic, so totally 
barren ‘of results as the offspring christened 
chrono-thermalism. What now is the theory ’ 
It is that diseases, being marked by periodicity, 
are all, in fact, fever and ague in disguise’ 
But whence such sweeping classification upon 
such slender materials? Quite as true is it 
that all diseases are characterized by pain; 
besides chrono-thermalism, therefcre, let us 
have Doloripathiem, for it is as well worthy of 
notice as the other. Not to forget, however, 
the sententious aphorism, “res non verba 
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” let us waive this point ; let us over- 
jook the habiliments of Dr. Dickson’s discovery 
i What is the 
practical inference to be drawn from this 
h is? Why, in short, this—if all dis- 
eases be modifications of intermittent fever, if 
periodicity be the essential of all, then a febri- 
fage, say Quinine, is the universal specific. 
It is in vain to reply that Quinine will not 
cure every ver and ague. Chrono-thermal- 
ism, as a theory, offers no guide for selecting 
some other febrifuge rather than bark, and 
hence in practice it throws itself upon our 
i nee. Why! Dr. Dickson, are you 
preferring Arsenic to Quinine in this neural- 
gia? your theory gives no answer, and I can- 
not, therefore, but conclude that you are 
borrowing light from your berated compeer, 
the allopathist or Homeopathist. Don’t ap- 
peal to experience, because you are exposing 
your weakness to the eclectic and empiric. 
To be less rigid, however, in the examination, 
we must be at least satisfied that febrifuges are 
sufficient for every species of disease. Now 
this class of remedies is not very extensive, 
and hence the test is comparatively easy ; 
let us try Quinine, Salicine, Cornine, Arsenic, 
Ipecac., Opium, &c., will these cure every- 
thing? The answer is a unanimous no ; the 
chrono-thermalist himself a swers no; else 
why the talk about Copper, Kreosote, Nitrate of 
Silver, Zinc, Prussic Acid, &c., these remedies 
are among the appliances of Dr. Dickson, and 
are they febrifuges? it were a subterfuge to 
answer in the affirmative. If Dr. D., how- 
ever, maintain they are, we ask what consti- 
tutes a febrifuge, and again, how in this per- 
plexing plurality of remedial agents shall we 
make a choice? The writer of this article 
once propounded these very questions person- 
ally to Dr. Dickson himself, and received the 
admission that chrono-thermalism does not fix 
the individual choice of a drug. Its come- 
outism on bleeding and depletion generally are 
good enough, to be sure, but this morality is 
adventitious, not essential to its dogma, which 
is nO more a rational basis for practice than 
the preposterous generalization which I have 
offered above as a contrast, and which by a 
parity of reasoning would justify the use, on 
all occasions, of Dalley’s Pain Extractor. 

As to the statement we have quoted in 
reference to Drs. Forbes, Hall, Cop'and, 
Brodie, &c., we have no doubt these distin- 
— men will be more surprised than 

lighted at the discovery of their present 

essional position. How mortifying, on 
suddenly waking upon the tide of change, to 
find themselves in the bosom of chrono-ther- 
malism. Watson and Clutterbuck are cer- 
tainly hardened doubters, but we trust that 
with Forbes and Hall, chrono-thermalism will 
get on very well without them. 

In conclusion, the worst thing we wish this 

igm is @ fair trial on its individaal 
merits, and its authors a tithe more of that 
respect which, as priests of a dependent and 








much indebted sect, they owe its venerable, 
maternal parent, Allopathy. 
Yours, &c. C. 
New York, Jan., 1851. 


——-- 


THOUGHTS ON THE SCIENCE OF 
MEDICINE. 


BY D. M. DAKE, M. D., OF PITTSBURGH, PA. 


my flo 
(Continued from 6b) 


But a few years have elasped since a won- 
derful theory made its appearance, revealing, 
as was vainly believed by most Docrors, the 
true character of inflammation, its essential 
nature and cure. It was beautifully simple. 
It was based upon the fact, that two forces 
over the arteries, elasticity and contractibility, 
were the names given to those forces, elasti- 
city keeps the arteries large enough and con- 
tractibility keeps them small enough, and 
health is mad, to depend upon a balance be- 
tween these two powers. In inflammation 
the vital coutractibility is destroyed in the ar- 
teries; elasticity having the entire control of 
these vessels, they are of course stretched to 
their utmost capacity and filled with blood. 
Thus the redness and swollen condition of the 
inflamed part, are satisfactorily accounted 
for. The cure came with the theory ; the in- 
dication of cure is plain. - To restore the lost 
power, the contractibility to the expanded 
vessels, is the object—the removal of the 
cause, the cure, and everything. Now comes 
the agency, the remedy, the wonderful means 
by which the object is to be accomplished. 
Iodine is the sovereign balm, and how was its 
wonderful curative power revealed ? 

By observation, of course. It was known 
to produce an exsanguious condition, a pale- 
ness for a short time, if applied to the skin. 
It therefore contracts the capillary vessels in 
the skin, drives out the blood, and hence the 
phenomena attending its operation when thus 
applied. Therefore, for these reasons it’ must 
cure, and can’t fail. Wonderful deduction ! 
startling trath! It miast be tried. 

It was tried. It was the rue wonderful 
remedy—the great cure-all—the ready sad- 
dled hobby—the stock in trade, with all physi- 
cians, for a few years, until the grave rebelled, 
refusing to secrete or be made accessary to the 
concealment of the wholesale slaughter of 
human beings—offered up at the bloody shrine 
of empirical medicine. 

It became too obvious for concealment, that 
death was often hastened by the use (abuse) 
of iodine. Most physicians abandoned its use, 
except in scrofulous and similar slow diseases, 
over which its deleterious influence was less 
apparent, but in the end as certain. It gradu- 
ally went out of use, until at present, it is 
only used for certain kinds of swelling that 
seldom or never cause death, and are as sel- 
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dom cured exe by a few, who had a little 

more pride vod fant than the rest. Such 
were not exactly willing to give it up so.— 
bes were not williig to have their fancies 

ened, and their ideas confused by the 
iatia'a endor of this beautifully simple 
theory mode of practice. Another tri- 
fling reason why they would not back off, 
was that they knew of nothing else upon 
which they could rely for a cure; so they 
went to wading about among the filth upon 
the sea-coast, where iodine existed in abun- 
dance in a natural state, until they found the 


far-famed, all-healing oil of cod’s liver which 
contains a slight trace of iodine. New vamp- 
this 


wiaeteaking, dealer the fed 
w rs mount, enter the ’ 
strike the course, and bear off the purse; and 
the poor patients have gained empty pockets, 
shattered constitutions, and—with solemnity 
be it said—too often death to boot. 


In this way, thousands have been saved | 


from a tormenting death by consumption, by 
the superindaction of new di , more ra- 
pidly and as surely fatal; which kill, before 
consumption, in its slow and tedious march, 
could get its boots on. But, ap for ee 
cause of humanity, such physicians 
ing scarce, and soon none will be will. 
ing to admit an acquaintance with the filthy, 
g, noxious oil of rotten codfish, except 
drones who are too stupid to hunt for 
Let ‘such go on, whilst the smart, active, 
enterprising and thinking portion are hunting 
something new, to fool themselves and the 
world with in. When the hobby is once 
accoutred the drones will jump on, and con- 
test the field for the purse, and bear it off to 
their dreamy repose. Who can guess what 
the next theory will be, and what the remedy ? 
Let us conjecture. Perhaps all diseases are 
purely spasmodic—spasm is the cause—spasm 
the oa and spasm the eflect—all is spasm. 
Well now, if this is trae, how beautifully sim- 
ple, cogent and clear. Now let us reason out 
the remedy. We must find an anti-spasmo- 
dic, of course, to fulfil the plain indication—to 
allay spasms. Musk is an anti-spasmodic, 
and therefore the cure. But we are tired of 
this, so we must look in. The common 
rat is said to contain a little musk in some 
part of it; and if we can get rat’s liver oil, it 
may answer every purpose; yes, it must, for 
don’t you see, it contains musk, and musk is 
an anti-spasmodic, therefore it must and shall 
cure. Henceforth, the putrid grease of rotten 
rats must be the great remedy for everybody 
that has survived the rudest attacks from 
ear wry of similar quackery. With all my 
cherished regard for gravity and sobriety, I 
find it difficult to suppress a rising desire to 
smile at least, at the picture 
mind by a few moments’ of that impos- 
ing mass of errors and blunders so gravely 








leaked upon by guankind ea the scianee of medi 
cine—the art of curing disease. But I must 
be serious, and take a little further look at the 
long established, well founded and rational 
system of medicine. 

We may find evidence enough of the end- 
less absu » guess-work and uncertainties 
in the pre schooi of medicine, without 
going sa bounds of our own devoted 
and drug-cursed cities of Pittsburgh and AI- 
leghany. Each physician believes a part of 

all the theories he ever read—no two agree 
in belief—no two agree in the details of their 
practice in any given cases. Each one calls 
some of the rest fools and quacks, until crim- 
ination and recrimination is the order of the 
day. Each one all the rest (except 
some favorites he would not wish exactly to 
expose) with killing their patients. And far 
be it from me to geinsay their honesty ; the 
purity of their motives. would be the last 
to say or do anything that could in any way 
lessen the confidence of the community 
their sayings of each other; nor would I for 
the world be personal in m temarks. I have 
to do with general principles and their appli- 
cation, not with men as men. I hope I am 
understood, for I would n't mislead any one. 
On the other hand, I am desirous that truth 
should have its legitimate weight ; so all are 
at liberty to believe the statements of all the 
honorable members of an honorable profession. 

In the “ prevailing school,” the “ old estab- 
lished ” school, each member claims his own 
experience as the only true standard) There 
being no general national law in therapeutics 
by which all may try the legitimacy of their 
experience, of course it cannot be expected 
that they will or can agree, except in accusing 
each other of being ignorant, blind foois, 
quacks, and all euch pretty names, by which 
each fortifies himself in his proud eminence, 
in the confidence of the circle of blinded ad- 
herents whom he moves, and becomes 
the end of all law and investigation of medi- 
cal subjects. Where, in the wide and cloudy 
range of their inconsistencies, does the inde- 
pendent and free thinker find grounds of con- 
fidence in a system which has been long 
established in error, long experienced in egre- 
gious blunders, and antiquated *) — 
folly. 

[To be continued. | if if 


Our thanks are due to Dr. E. Humpureys, 
of Utica, N. Y., for twenty new subscribers ; 
also to Dr. R, G. Bexr, of Paterson, N. J., 
for Fg ; to Dr. E. West, of Honesdale, Pa., 
for twenty-six ; to Dr. A. Gites, of Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, for ‘eight ; Mr. Dow, of Peterboro’, 
N.Y. , for eight ; to Dr. A. Davis, of Natchez, 
Miss., for six,; and to some thirty individuals 
for one each. 


An interesting case successfully treated by 
Dr. R, G. Bexr, of Paterson, N. J., will ap- 
pear in the next number. 
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INTERESTING PARTICULARS. 
Communicated by Dr. Better. 


The following is the case of the late Dr. 
Borthwick Gilchrist, which Mr. Silk Bucking- 
ham referred to in his letter to the British 
Banner, as that which first arrested his atten- 
tion to thé subject of Homeopathy. The case 
js detailed at length by Dr. Peschier, of Gene- 
va, inthe second volume of the Bibliothéque 


Hi thique. 

ay eo Gilchrist, aged 73, a retired 
su in the East India Company’s service, 
aia ilanthropic, zealous, and ardent pro- 

of useful knowledge, after having de- 
voted himself for twenty-three years in Ben- 
to excessive official and literary labor, was 
obliged, some years ago, to return to Europe 
in consequence of il! health, his principal symp- 
tom being a general debility and giddiness, 
which prevented him from engaging in every 
kind of labor without exception. Complete 
repose restored his strength somewhat, but a 
renewal of literary labor plunged him back 
in into his former debilitated condition, of 
which the following are the symptoms as de- 
scribed by himself : 

Painfal confusion in the head. Complete 
depression of spirit. Repugnance to all exer- 
tion of bedy or mind, even to writing, and the 

ing of simple arithmetical calculations. 
A species of imbecility. After the least move- 
ment, or the shortest walk, inclination to 
stretch himself upon the ground oppressed with 


— 
is disposition has become envious, morose, 
impatient, dissatisfied with everybody and eve- 
rything. Desire to escape from himself. He 
dreads the prospect of continuing to live more 
than that of dying. 

Sleep broken ; horrible dreams. Monoma- 
nia which precedes suicide. 

Feverish heat; starting in the hands. 

ite excessive ; tongue foul ; bad tastes 

in the mouth of different sorts. At night, sen- 
sation as.if the teeth had touched vinegar. 
Abundant salivation, which&enders drinks un- 


Every article of diet agrees with the sto- 
mach, but to no avail for the restoration of 
strength. No pain in any of the organs of di- 

jon. Nausea and occasional acid eructa- 
tions. Habitual flatulence, especially in damp 
weather. Constipation. 

Urine alternately scanty and copious ; clear, 
deep-colored, depositing a whitish or red sedi- 
ment, Occasional of gravel, the dis- 
= of which irritates the bladder or ure- 
thra. 

.Heaviness in the hypogastrium. Contrac- 
tion in the region of the diaphragm. Sensa- 
tion of a weight on the shoulders. Pain across 
the small of the back, The back seems as if 
made of stiff boards. 

_ Extremities often numb and cold. Sensa- 
tion of immobility, which attacks the extremi- 
ties, so that, while walking, they seem to be- 











come petrified all at once, and ‘progress is im- 
mediately arrested. The sole of the foot seems 
covered with velvet, and seems heavy as lead. 

The whole body seems as if bound with 
cords, which he cannot burst by an effort of 
will. Dyspnea on ascending a hill, ora stair. 

The least changes of temperature painfully 
affect the nervous system. 

This state, some secondary symptoms of 
which I omit, had existed for six years, and 
was always becoming worse. The patient 
had consulted in vain the most celebrated allo- 
pathic physicians in England and in Germa- 
ny: none had been able even to relieve him. 

Dr. G. had in childhood a whitlow, as also 
boils and gumboils. A dry whitish eruption 
has shown itself for some months upon the 
scalp. This last symptom confirmed me com- 
pletely ia the idea, that this immense train of 
evils arose from a psoric cause. I sent the pa- 
tient four very smal! doses of Spirit of Sul- 
phur, a dose to be taken once « week, and be- 
fore the medicine was finished, I had the plea- 
sure to learn, by letter from Dr. G., that an 
improvement in his health was pro; ing 
with great rapidity ; that the power of think- 
ing had returned to him ; that he could work 
when and how he pleased ; rise in the morn- 
ing at eight o’clock, instead of remaining in 
bed till midday; take, every day, a walk of 
three leagues without fatigue, whereas, three 
weeks before, he could not walk for a quarter 
of an hour, sometimes could not even walk in 
his room. “I am entirely resuscitated,” 
writes he to me; “I cannot express my pre- 
sent state otherwise than as a new birth. I 
am altogether another man. I can now do in 
a single day more than I have done altogether 
during six years.” 


HAHNEMANN. 


From a work published in London, entitled 
“A glance at Hahnemann and Homeopa- 
thy,” by Exxest Von Brunow, we extract the 
following, viz. : 

‘It was on a clear spring day of the year 
1816, that I, a young, newly-enrolled student 
of law, sauntered with some of my com- 
panions along the cheerful promenade of 
Leipsic. Among the teachers of the univer- 
sity were to be found at that time many no- 
tables, and not a few originals. Many a pro- 
fessor and master stalked gravely along in the 
old-fashioned dress of the former century, with 
peruque and bag, silk siockings; and buckles 
on his shoes ; while the pampered sons of the 
landed gentry, swaggered about in hussar 
jackets, and pantaloons ornamented with 
points, or in leathern breeches, with high dra- 
goon boots and clinking spurs. 

** Tell me,’ said I to an older student than 
myself, who was walking with me, ‘ who is 
that old gentleman with so extraordinarily in- 
telligent a countenance, who walks respect- 
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fully arm in arm with his somewhat corpulent 
are? and is followed by two pair of rosy 

8 

«* That is the celebrated Dr. Hahnemann, 
with his wife and daughters,’ was the reply. 

“* What is there about this Hahnemann that 
makes him celebrated” 

“ «Why he is the discoverer of the homeo- 
pathi= system of medicine, which is turning 
old Medicine bagr gat replied * ac- 
bayer ge who, like myself, was from Dres- 

n, and had also enlisted himself under the 
colors of Themis. 

** My curiosity was excited, and I wished to 
know so:dething about him. My companion 
belonged to the enthusiastic admirers of Hah- 
nemann, who attended his lectures, and glad- 
ly assisted in the proving of medicines. Every- 
thing he told me about the remarkable man 
excited my interest in the highest degree. 
From my childhood I had been delicate, and a 
victim to physic, so that my confidence in 
medicine was very frail. Besides other griev- 
ances, I suffered especially from my eyes, 
which I required at that time most particu- 
larly. Impelled by hope, I read the Organon, 
and was more and more taken with Homa@o- 
pathy at every line. It was the first medical 

I had taken in hand, so that it did not 
strike me at that time, that doctrines which 
appeared so clear, supported by reasoning so 
, consistent, might yet be too exclusive in their 
character, and have their dark side. I was a 
zealous proselyte, and, like all neophytes, ad- 
mitted no salvation beyond the pale of my 
own church. I made the resolution of putting 
myself under Hahnemann’s treatment. 

“ Hahnemann at that time was in his sixty- 
second year. Locks of silver-white clustered 
round his high and thoughtful brow, from un- 
der which his animated eye shone with 
piercing brilliancy. His whole countenance 
had a quiet, searching, grand expression ; only 
rarely did a gleam of fine humor play over 
the earnestness, which told of the many 
sorrows and conflicts endured. His ange 
was upright, his step firm, his motions as lively 
as those of a man of thirty. When he went 
out, his dress was of the simplest ; a dark coat, 
with short small-clothes and stockings. But 
in his room at home, he preferred the old, 
household, gaily-figured dressing-gown, the 
yellow stockings, and black velvet cap. The 
long pipe was seldom out of his hand ; and this 
smoking was the only infraction he allowed 
himself to commit upon his severe rules of 
regimen. His drink was water, milk, or 
white beer ; his food of the most frugal sort. 
The whole of his domestic economy was as 
‘simple as his dress and food. Instead of a 
writing desk, he used nothing but a Jarge plain 
deal table, upon which there constantly lay 
three or four enormous folios, in which he had 
written the history of the cases of his patients, 
and which he used diligently to turn up and 
write in while conversing with them. For the 


the minuteness of which he has given us ay 
example in the ‘ non.’ 

“* Hahnemann received me with great cor. 
diality, and we became more intimate day by 
day, so that in a few months a close friend. 
ship was established between the sexagenarian 
physician and the student of law then in his 
twentieth year. Veneration and gratitude at. 
tached me to him with equally strong ties, and 
I shall never forget the he did me. Evey 
at that time germinated within me the reso. 
lution to do, at some time or other, something 
for the glory of my benefactor, and for the dif- 
fusion of his doctrines. 

“ A very peculiar mode of life prevailed in 
Hahnemann’s house. The members of his 
family, the patients and students of the uni- 
versity, lived and moved only in one idea, and 
that was hommopathy; and for this each 
strove in his own way. The four grown-up 
daughters assisted their father in the prepara. 
tion of his medicines, and gladly took part in 
the provings; and still more this was done by 
obliging students whose names will be found 
carefully recorded, in connexion with their 
individual observation, in the ‘ Materia Medica 
Pura.” That these experiments were not at 
all injurious to those engaged in them, I can 
testify from personal observation. The patients 
enthusiastically celebrated the effects of ho- 
meeopathy, and devoted themselves as apostles 
to spread the fame of the new doctrine among 
unbelievers. All who adhered to Hahnemann 
were, at that time, the butt of ridicule or the 
objects of hatred. But so much the more did 
the homeeopathists hold ther; like members 
of a persecuted sect, and hung with more ex- 
alted reverence and love upon their honored 
head. 

“ After the day had been spent in labor, 

Hahnemann was in the habit of recruiting him- 
self from eight to ten o'clock, by conversation 
with his circle of trusty friends. All his 
friends and scholars had then access to him. 
In the middle of the circle, the old Esculapius 
reclined in a comfortable arm-chair, wrapped 
in the household dress we have described, 
with a long Turkish pipe in his hand, and nar- 
rated, by turns, amusing and serious stories of 
his storm-tossed life. 
“ Next to the natural sciences, the condition 
of foreign nations was his favorite subject for 
conversation. He had an especial fondness 
for the Chinese, and for this reason, that 
among them the children were educated in 
the strictest obedience and respect for their 
parents. Indeed the family of Hahnemann 
presented a pattern of the old German system 
of training children. His children not only 
displayed obedience but the most hearty love 
towards their parents. Though living in the 
luxurious and elegant city of Leipsic, his 
daughters took no part in any public amuse- 
ment ; they were clad in the simplest fashion, 
and undertook most cheerfully the humblest 
household services.” 





examination of his patieats was made with all 
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November 8th, 1850. 


Mr. Editor,—I have carefully read the New | 
ie Pharmacopeia, published this 
roasonably inferring that it is in- | 

j utists in their 
processes for the preparation of Homeopathic 
medicines, I will venture, with your permission, 
a few remarks, and ask a few questions. And 

I would observe that the rules for the pre- 

ion of triturations, therein laid down, ought 
not to be considered the only rules whereby 
a trituration must be made, and that other 
methods equally good may be adopted at the 
choice and convenience of the pharmaceutist. 
In regard to the time for which a tritura- 
tion will continue good, I believe there is not 
sufficient evidence to authorize any one to pro- 
nounce such and such a preparation good for 
— because it has entered on the second 
or third year of its existence. In respect to the 
quantity to be prepared at once, the present 
prices, which physicians are willing to give for 
triturations, is sufficient indication that these 
are prepared in pretty quantities at a time. 
No pharmaceutist could live at his business 
were he to triturate but 500 grains at a time, 
and spend an hour about, and then sell it for 
25 or 37d cents, vial included, prices which, his 
experience tells him, are considered too high 
by some physicians. Neither would he be able 
to meet the demand, particularly if he has or- 
ders for a large quantity of all the different 
triturations, as frequently happens in the 
writer’s business. But triturations can be pre- 





pared in quantities of half a pound at a time, 
with perfect accuracy. 
The Pharmacoperia states that certain forms | 
of preparing Homeopathic medicines are una- | 
in practice. As an instance | mention | 
the trituration of Iodine. A physician of ex- | 
tensive practice told me that he was astonished | 
that any man should speak so positively on the | 
subject, when he himself had given it in cases | 
where the most unmistakable and desired ef- | 
fect was produced. I have executed orders for | 
the different triturations of Iodine, and also for | 
those of Nitrate of Silver, and for the following 
medicines which the Pharmacopeia directs to 
be prepared in a different form. Jatropha, 
Petroleum, Sapo, Carbonate and Mauriate of 
Ammonia, Calearea caustica, Kali carb., Baryta 
muriatica, Aurum muriaticum, Mercurius cor- 
rosivus, Mercurius protiodatus, Ferrum mu- 
riaticum, Cuprum aceticum, Acidum tartaricum 
and Cimex. Indeed, I may say that the above 
are ordered in no other form but that of tritu- 
ration. Lycopodium is called for under the 
form of tineture as well as in trituration. Of 
triturations, Mercurius solubilis, and Mercurius 
corrusivus are used in the greatest quantity, 
and this, too, notwithstanding that corrosive 
Mereury is stated to be changed by combination 
with sugar of milk. 
I will close my communication by submitting 





a few questions, 
What good reason is there for making a 


distinction between tinctures and essences ? 
What is gained, in the preparation of tinctures, 
by expressing the juice and adding alcohol after- 
ward, that is not more easily and certainly 
gained by macerating in alcohol the fresh plant 
reduced to a pulp in a mortar, and expressing 
afterward. One rule in making all tinctures, 
varying only the strength of the alcohol or the 
time of maceration or digestion, seems to be 
better than three.—Why cannot triturations be 
kept as well in large wide-mouthed bottles with 
glass- stoppers, as in small vials with narrow 
mouths? What is the use of stating the colors 
of tinctures in a pharmacopeia, when it is well 
known that these colors change with age, and 
this, too, whether exposed to the light or not ; 
and when it is known, too, that tinctures pre- 
pared from the fresh plant become in some 
eases darker and in others lighter by age? 
Would not a materia medica constructed on 
the plan of the United States Dispensatory, with 
rules for the preparation of medicines in the 
latter part of the work, be much more avail- 
able for use than any Homeopathic Pharmaco- 
peia and Posology now in existence? Does 
not the scientific advancement of the age require 
that Homeopathy should cast aside its old no- 
menclature, and adopt that which expresses the 
composition of its chemical basis at least, in- 
stead of such antiquated terms as Arsenicum 
citrinum, Mercurius dulcis, Mercurius vivus, 
Natrum, gc. How much genuine Lachesis 
may there be in the United States, since the 
large quantities of triturations prepared and 
sold would seem to indicate a bountiful source 
somewhere, Respectfully, 
PHARMACEUTIST. 


The writer of the above is unknown to us. 
We have not examined the work referred to. 
In fact, it has not reached this office.—Ep. 


NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


This is the title of a new medical college 
recently opened for pupils in New York city, 
with a sounding of trampets which we are 
really sorry to see in an institution professing 
to belong te what is called the regular order 
of our profession. 

It seems that the college was opened, the 
faculty inaugurated, an oration delivered by 
Prof. Cox, to a large assemblage of ladies and 
gentlemen, preceded with music by a band, 
and prayer by aclergyman. Prof. Cox seems 
to have been the star actor of this grand 
theatrical exhibition. He eulogised his col- 
leagues, announced what they proposed to 
accomplish for medical education, and was 
‘somewhat hyperbolical in his glorification” 
of them and of the building; Croton water, 
ventilation, and gas lights seemed to have re- 
ceived their full share. Public notice was 
then and there given, that the “ opening 
clinic of the col would be signalized by a 
number of capital operations ; among which 
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school, it would have no influence ; therefore 
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A CARD. 

A PHYSICIAN of twenty-four years’ pre. 
tice, is desirous of c ng location to the 
city, in consequence of the Limrrep field for bs 
business in Cuenta village. He wishes 
to share in the practice of some well-establishe: 
Homeopathic Practitioner, whose inclination 
may lead him to desire a division of his dail 
duties, and an associate QUALIFIED As AN opr 
RATIVE SURGEON. 

An interview can be had, and every pa: 
ticular made known, by a communication ad- 
dressed to “ Panacrisus,” and left with Dr 
@ advertiser is 





we avail ourselves of the opinion of the Lancet, 
which from the standing of its editors in the 
allopathic school, we trust it will be a useful 
lesson to the Professors of our Medical 
colleges. 

This New York college was not wanted, 
any more than a toad wants a side pocket. 
The time was in this city, when the title of 
Professor carried influence with it; but alas! 
that period, we fear, has passed, for of late 
years that title has been tacked un to those 
who by nature, education and professional 
skill, are unfitted for it. 


— 


NEW PROPOSITION. 

As we desire to extend the circulation of 
this Journal as far as 2, we have con- 
to make the i ition to 
and the friends omeopathy, 
re will eS copies to 
‘or five aio), bity wy ony 
dollars ($10) ; copies for 

( » cash in advance. 








V. B. Paumen, Tribune Buildings, New-York City, 
is hereby authorized to receive sulscriptions for this 
Journal, Also, Anceutt & Enort, Printers, No.1 
Sprice-street, Now-York City. 


will be responded to without | ,/ 





Homeopathic Medical College 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Located in Filbert Street, above Eleven:). 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Lectures of the regular course will commence 
annually on the first Monday of November, and cor 
tinue until the first of March ensuing. 

Preliminary Lectures will be delivered in the College 
from the first Monday of October unti) the commence- 
ment of the regular course. 

Amount of fees for a fall course of Lectures, . ¢100 
Students who have attended two full eourses 


in other schools, 
Matriculation fee, pnid only once 
Practical Anatomy, 
Graduation fee, ( 
The Commencement will take place early in March 
FPACULTY. 
Oates B. Marruews, M.D., Professor of Mater 
Medica and Therapeutics. 
Witt 8. Hevmuru, M. D., Professer of Heme: 
pathic Institutes, and the Practice of Medicine. : 
Samvet Freevuey, M. D., Professor of Botany ov 


Cuantes Neipnarp, M.D., Professor of Clinics. 

Waurer Witttamsox, M.D., Profeseor of Obdste: 
rics and the Diseases of Women Children. 
ore EB. Smaut, M.D., Professor of Physiology 

Matrurw SEMPte, M.D., Professor of Chemist-y 
and Toxicology. 

Francis Sius, M.D., Professor of Surgery. 

Wiuiiam A. Garviner, M. D., fessor of A 

J.B. Peturrseiver, M.D., Demonstrator of 422- 


W. Witutamsox, M.D., Dean, 80 North Elevent» 
Street, Philadelphia, = 





